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1 ABOUT YUKON FISH AND WILDLIFE 20:20 VISION  

From the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board website:  

The future of Yukonôs Fish & Wildlife is up to you! 

Whatôs your vision for the year 2020? 

ñAs part of its mandate "to act  in the public interest" for the benefit of Yukon fish and wildlife and 

their habitat, the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board (YFWMB), in partnership with the RRCôs 

and the Yukon Salmon Sub Committee, wish to provide long range strategic advice and 

recommendations to the responsible governments (Yukon Government, First Nations and Canada) on 

the management of Yukonôs fish and wildlife resources. From our perspective the single most 

important aspect of this is to learn what Yukon residents think about the current state of these 

resources and what their vision is for the future.  

Therefore over a three month period, from November 2008 to January 2009, we will engage with 

Yukoners from all cultures and all walks of life, young & old, male & female to hear the opinions and 

views of the Yukon people. 

We will meet with any agency, association or other such group to provide information and to hear 

your views. We will also make a series of presentations in Yukon schools to hear the views of our 

youth. 

There will be a number of ways for the Yukon public to provide input: through this webpage, via 

telephone, mail or email or at a three day Symposium which we will host at the Yukon Inn from 

November 26th to 28th.  

We will accept input in any form from any individual Yukoner or any organized group of Yukoners. 
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We will provide a Yukon Fish & Wildlife Public Discussion Document in mid November to inform 

Yukoners of the current state of our fish & wildlife resources and how they are being managed and, 

in addition, we wil l distribute a list of questions designed to prompt Yukon people to think about:  

* Where are we with fish and wildlife management in the Yukon?  

* Where are we heading? 

* Where do we want to go?  

* How do we get there?  

* What is your vision for the year 2020 ? 

We propose that nothing will be sacred during our presentations, discussions or your feedback and 

that all aspects and issues related to the future of our fish and wildlife will be on the table without 

prejudice or bias. Discussions may include, but not be limited to, the use of fish and wildlife such as:  

* Recreational hunting and fishing  

* Wildlife viewing  

* Subsistence hunting and fishing 

* Small game hunting  

* Upland and migratory bird hunting  

* Commercial use of fish and wildlife: game farming, salmo n fishing, trapping and big game outfitting  

* Non resident hunting and fishing  

* Local preference 

* Captive wildlife  

* Transplanted species 

* Rare and endangered species 

* Wildlife disease 

* Habitat issues such as access, development, and protected areas. 
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At the conclusion of the three month feedback period, we propose to assemble and review all of the 

input and based upon your comments, to prepare a Comprehensive Yukon Fish & Wildlife Strategic 

Plan complete with a vision for the year 2020, that will hope fully guide the managing governments 

based upon what Yukoners have told us. 

This document will be public and hopefully available in the spring of 2009.  

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM THE YUKON PUBLIC!ò 

This report is a summary of the input received. 
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2 METHODOLOGY                      
 

216 people filled out the survey  and provided comments.  The complete survey is attached as 

addendum #1. Most of the surveys (103 ï or 48% of surveys) were filled out by participants  at the 

public symposium.   

Survey was developed with 21 areas for comment on the following topics:  

¶ Harvesting issues 
¶ Wildlife health and disease 
¶ Wildlife viewing and tourism 
¶ Habitat 
¶ Management of fish and wildlife in the Yukon  

 

Of the 21 areas for comments:  

¶ 3 were multi -choice question with multi -response 
¶ 10 were yes/no questions 
¶ 7 were open-ended questions with only a section for a comment  
¶ 1 question listed options that respondents had to rank in order of preference  

 

All 21 had areas for people to comment.  This generated hundreds of comments, totaling 112 p ages 

of text and 47,000 words  (see addendum #2) . 

There were also 11 individually-written comments (addendum #3) were received ï some people 

wrote lengthy submissions; some were briefer.   

327 people provided some written feedback to Yukon Fish and Wildlife 20:20 Vision. 

Presented with hundreds of differing opinions on many questions, this report attempts to find 

consensus opinion if such exists; to find the majority opinion if it can be discerned; to find well -

thought out, novel opinions which are everywhere; to find trends and the  major disagreements, 

wherever possible.  It is impossible to represent with complete accuracy every opinion within the 

Yukon Fish and Wildlife 20:20 Vision process, but it is important to show trends about what the 

people think, believe and hope.   
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3 Respondent Profile   

3.1 COMMUNITY 

Survey respondents came from: 

If we lump  survey responses into regions we have: 

1. Mayo/Pelly Crossing - 50 surveys (40%)  

2. Haines Junction/Haines/Kluane ï 36 surveys (29%) 

3. Whitehorse/Southern Lakes region ï 13 surveys (10%) 

 

24 surveys (19%) were fr om individuals who did not indicate their 

community. 

Of the 11 individually-written comments, only one respondent indicated their 

community (Whitehorse).  

For most cases, we were not able to identify the 

community they live in.  

 

3.2 YEARS LIVED IN YUKON 

¶ Average years lived in the Yukon was 39 

 

However, only 82 people who filled out  survey 

indicated how long they have lived in the Yukon .  
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4 SECTION 1 - HARVEST 
 

4.1 QUESTION 1: HOW CAN WE REDISTRIBUTE HARVEST PRESSURE 
AMONG SPECIES AS A MANAGEMENT TOOL?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

176 people answered this question and gave 109 comments.  
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Educati on  ranked as the number one management tool to redistribute harvest pressure among 

species. 

 

ñI think education and knowledge is the best management tooléò 

ñLook to First Nations elders for guidance and follow their advice.ò 

ñPeople shoot too many moose, need to use all the meatò 

 ñMore training for hunters before they get their licenses.ò 

ñWithout education, none of the {management tools} will make sense and/or be acceptable to 
the public.  If we want compliance we need understanding.ò 

 

Several comments talked of education around changing how people consume wild meat:  

ñEnsure training on ways to fully utilize species that are harvested through school programs on 
canning meat, techniques on preparing different parts of the animal and non -conventional parts 
(eg. Organs, intestines)éò 

 

Restrict Harvest  ranked as the number two management tool, and there were numerous 

comments that touched on restrictions/permitting.  

ñPeople seem stuck on the idea that they need a moose every year.  Habits are hard to break.  
A strong incentive to switch species is required.ò 

ñSome people kill too many moose.  Restrict harvest for everyone ï use what you takeò. 

ñClose off areas.ò 

ñStrong local preference in harvesting rights.ò 

ñWe have to manage hunting so areas are not overhuntedò. 

ñDonôt let outsiders hunt our moose ï Yukoners onlyò 

ñWhen numbers decrease, no hunting or fishing.  Utilize elders for this knowledge and make 
regulations.ò 
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Voluntary No Harvest  ranked as the third most preferred management tool.  

ñVoluntary no harvest should always be a first step unless there is a catastrophic area that 
needs to be addressed.ò 

 

Enhance Trapping and more Permit Hunts were last . 

There were comments in support and in opposition to using trapping to control  predators as a 

management tool or on Permit hunts. 

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Key findings from the 109 comments: 

Several respondents commented on increasing bison hunting as a way to reduce pressure on moose 

populations. 

ñEarly bison season should reduce pressure on mooseò. 

ñMore bison hunts than moose huntsò. 

ñHunt all the bison.ò 

ñLet hunters hunt bison at different times of the year instead of just winterò. 

ñBison should be opened up like all other game.ò 

ñExpand bison, elk and deer hunter to take pressure off moose and caribou.ò 

 

 

Many respondents wrote in support of all management tools or indicated that no one tool is 

sufficient. 
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4.2 QUESTION 2: A TRADITIONAL PRACTICE AMONG FIRST NATIONS IS TO 

t9wLh5L/![[¸ Ωw9{¢Ω hw άt¦¢ !b !w9! ¢h {[99tέ ¢h ¢!Y9 ¢I9 twESSURE OFF 

FOR AWHILE. WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THIS? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

179 people answered this question and gave 96 comments. 

 

A majority believe that the traditional practice to órestô or ñput an area to sleepò is a good practice ï 

itôs ñcommon senseò as one participant noted.  Most comments were supportive of this practice.  

ñIt is a great practice that should be implemented permanentlyò. 

ñWe need this more than ever.  Habitats rarely have the opportunity to mend after over-
harvesting.ò 

ñItôs just like growing a garden.  Always rotate your crops every few years or so.ò 

ñThis is practiced in the management of traplines.   This could work for wildlife also.ò 
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Some comments, however, were critical of how this practice could be implemented, and what is 

trying to be achieved:  

ñClosing down areas will only shift harvest pressure to other areas, creating a problem there.  
poor model - overharvest on area, then rest it & overharvest another areasò 

ñWill not work unless there is an ability to manage/ restrict all harvesters.ò 

ñThis is a model of 'overharvest' then 'rest'.  Areas that are currently overharvested need to be 
rested; and when they have recovered, follow with a 'sustainable harvest model' an example is 
the southern lakes caribou.ò 
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4.3 QUESTION 3: SHOULD TRAPLINE HOLDERS HAVE TO DEMONSTRATE A LEVEL OF 

ACTIVITY TO KEEP THEIR CONCESSION? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

166 people answered this question and gave 123 comments. 

Traplines areé 

- a key element of First Nations culture 

- a tool to limit predator population and boost populations of caribou and moose  

- economic development 

- a lifestyle, vacation, and a privilege 

73% believe trapline holders have to demonstrate a level of activity to keep their concession.   Some 

out of issues of fairness, and that trapping concessions are hard to obtain.  Others out of a 

perception of the value of trapping predators to aid in the ungulate population.  

ñUse it or lose it.ò 

ñIf trapline holders do not use their lines year after year they should be encouraged to let family 
members or friends use them.ò 
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ñTraplines are, in large part, a  lifestyle choice. a chance for people to live on the land. if 
traplines are held by people who use it for recreation or for holidays it deprives others of the 
opportunity to live & work on the land. ò 

ñDon't lots of people just get a trapline concession and use it for a vacationò 

ñTrapline holders should have a management plan in place for their concessions. Other land 
users have to be subject to that plan. ò 

ñShould be able to show furs sales or receipts as proof of activity. Receipts for gas or pictures 
to show improvements.ò 

ñInert traplines are useless as management tools and as social/cultural contributors.ò 

 

Some comments reflect wanting to see some flexibility in any requirement of activity.  Some see the 

value of inactivity namely in resting land and animals and utilizing trappers knowledge of conditions 

to determine what activity levels should be.  Some think that the trapper should have allowable 

reasons for non-activity. 

ñDepends on populations. Sometimes you have to let your area rest, especially for certain 
species.ò 

ñIt doesn`t hut to give trapping areas a rest. Also trappers should not have to sell their furs 
commercially. Furs could be used in sewing locally.ò 

ñWhen trapping your line heavy for years you have to stop trapping for a year or two f or the 
line to restore itself to health state. With game and hand for youth to get a trapping licence 
because they don't have access to trapping program. It very costly for one to attend lodging, 
travelling, food, that should be new, need changes how licen se is accessedò. 

ñIllness or incapacity may affect ability. Provide for explanations for non -activity.ò 

 

27% did not believe that trapline holders needed to demonstrate a level of activity to keep their 

concession. 

ñWhatôs theirs is theirs to decide level of activity .ò 

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Several people said that First Nations should be able to pass trapping concession to family members. 
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4.4 QUESTION 4: SHOULD WE RESPECT YUKON RIVER CHINOOK SALMON 

CONSERVATION ON OUR SIDE OF THE BORDER IN YEARS ALASKANS DO NOT? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

175 people answered this question and gave 113 comments 

 

The overwhelming majority think that we should work for the conservation of Yukon River Chinook 

salmon in the Yukon even if Alaskans do not respect conservation. 

 

Many see it as an issue of ñtwo wrongs donôt make a rightò.  Some think it gives us integrity and 

greater clout in negotiations if Yukon is to pursue conservation despite not being the main culprit in 

the decline of Yukon River salmon. 
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ñWe have no choice.  We have to do whatôs right regardless of what the Alaskans do, otherwise 
there is no hope for success.  We need to lead by example.ò 

 

ñItôs called responsible stewardship - the alternative is called criminal negligence. We need to 
convince the Alaskans to adopt the same principles.ò 

 

ñRegardless of what happens across borders, ignorant slaughter does not need to be done just 
because the other side does.  We need to use our voices and educational tools for management 
to share our vision of conservation with the Alaskans for the g ood of the whole fish stocks.ò 

 

Many want to work with Alaska, educate them, and advocate for solutions. 

ñJoint solution - we must pressure Alaskans to do their share. ñ 

ñWe should work together with them and set a cycle moratorium and follow years, possibly 
every 3rd year, with the option of shutting it down completely in lean years. This would be for 
everyone.ò 

ñWe have to {conserve}, otherwise the fish will never come back.  The Alaskans will one day 
wake up and smell the coffee.  We cannot punish the fish for the actions of humans. Yukon 
River salmon, southern lakes moose, same problem, same cause, same solution. Boards and 
councils can recommend to governments that we pressure US and Alaskan governments to 
start real salmon management.ò 

 

Some are extremely pessimistic about this fish stocks. 

ñWith climate change and fishing by other nations, the numbers are going to keep dropping 
until they become extinct. The only option left open to us is hatcheries. Canadians and 
Americans should share the cost but Americans should pay more.ò 

ñDealing with the Americans is impossible. They are in DENIAL. I think that salmon will go the 
same way as the cod. The only thing we can do is to go to hatchery fish. At least something will 
be left.ò 
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5 SECTION 2 ɀ WILDFILE HEALTH AND DISEASE 
 
5.1 QUESTION 5: DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT THE HEALTH OF YUKON FISH 

AND WILDLIFE? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

152 people answered this question and gave 128 comments. 

 

82% say they have concerns about the health of Yukon fish and wildlife.  

 

The most prevalent comment refers to concerns about ticks, chronic wasting disease, and the spread 

of parasites and other diseases through invasive or introduced species or through the interaction of 

domesticated animals and wildlife (worry of transfer between elk and caribo u, moose).  Some worry 

that the changing climate (new invasive species) could spread disease faster. 
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ñTicks in Elk - not worth the introduction if it hurts moose/caribou populations. ò 

ñWinter ticks spreading to moose and caribou populations could be disasterous for the 
subsistence harvest.ò 

ñDisease issues and general concens about game ranching.  Climate change may increase 
disease issues or diseases in wildlife that affect humans. ie: avian flu, west nile.ò 

ñMy concern is that anglers coming into the Yukon can bring foreign disease, parasites, aquatic 
animal and plant life that could directly affect the fish and indirectly the health of the marine 
eco-system.  Transmission can be way of boats, fishing gear, waders and boots.ò 

ñWith climate change, and the increased human population in the Yukon, it is inevitable that 
more diseases will move up here.  We are not isolated from the outside anymore.  I t is critical 
that we hire a fulltime wildlife vet for the Yukon Government.  We need to develop plans ahead 
of time, so that we can prevent many southern diseases that may move up here from effecting 
Yukon fish and wildlifeò 

ñClimate change will introduce new species including diseases.  Invasive species concerns 
should include plants because they have a direct effect on wildlife (white sweet clover and 
arctic terns).  Do we therefore need some form of quarantine at the borders of the Yukon.  It is 
almost certain that i mported domestic animals such as horses brought on seeds of invasive 
plants with them.  Not to mention, parasites like winter ticks.ò 

 

Also prevalent are concerns about water contamination, particularly from mining, and the negative 

health effects on fish and other animals. 

ñThere are mining companies that are mining and the waste is going into the r ivers and ponds 
where the salmon and moose eat.ò 

 

Depletion of salmon stocks through Alaska overfishing was commented on a few times. 

 

One person commented on the lack of information on wildlife health:  

ñWhat is the health of Yukon fish and wildlife ?  Who knows.  What research or studies have 
there been?  How is the subsistent hunters and fishers knowledge brought into this information 
gathering and analysis of data?ò 

 

One person commented on rabbits:  

ñSomething is really happening to the rabbits too, all t he animals that hunt them are  looking 
skinny and sick.  Not many rabbits either.ò 
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5.2 QUESTION 6: HAVE YOU EVER SEEN UNHEALTHY YUKON FISH OR WILDLIFE? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

152 people answered this question and gave 89 comments. 

 

Almost half of respondents say theyôve seen unhealthy Yukon fish or wildlife. 

 

¶ 39 say that they have seen unhealthy fish (salmon, whitefish, lake trout, grayling, rainbow trout)  

o Locations: Kloo Lake, Stella Lake, Kluane Lake, Kathleen River, Wrong Lake, Tarfu Lake, 

Steward River, Yukon River, Tagish Lake, around Carcross, Rosie Lake, Lake Lebarge, 

West Arm ï Bennett Lake, Aishihik Lake 

 

¶ 14 say that they have seen unhealthy moose 

o Locations: Donjek River, Sulphur Lake, Yukon River, Aishihik Lake 
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¶ 3 say that they have seen unhealthy sheep 

 

¶ 2 say that they have seen unhealthy caribou 

o Location: Burwash uplands 

 

¶ 2 say that they have seen unhealthy bears 

 

¶ 2 say that they have seen unhealthy elk 

 

¶ One said that they have seen unhealthy wolves 

 

¶ One said that they have seen unhealthy bison 

 

¶ One said that they have seen unhealthy songbirds 

 

¶ One said that they have seen unhealthy lynx 

 

¶ One said that they have seen unhealthy marten 

 

¶ One said that they have seen unhealthy deer 

o Location: Hot Springs Road 

 

¶ One said that they have seen unhealthy coyote 

 

¶ One said that they have seen dead ravens on two separate occasions 

o Location: Riverdale, Whitehorse 
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5.3 QUESTION 7: DO YOU THINK THERE SHOULD BE ANY FURTHER FISH OR 

WILDLIFE TRANSPLANTS FROM OUTSIDE OR WITHIN THE YUKON? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

149 people answered this question and gave 126 comments 

 

Most are opposed to further imports/transplants of wildlife ï either from outside or within the Yukon.   

Many worried about impact to indigenous wildlife, and the threats of importing disease and parasites.  

ñThey bring in disease that Yukon doesn't need - we have enough species here already for 
consumption. We don't need new ones that cause problems like the bison and elk have done.ò 

ñNo elk or anything to bring parasites to our land. ò 

ñThey bring in pests and disease without natural predators they can take over ecosystems and 
destroy them, eg. bison.ò 

ñLocal habitat can't stand more pressure from new species.ò 

ñLet adaption and evolution of new species and habitats occur naturally.ò 


